
HEADS OF STATE TOPPLED AT UNITED NATIONS BIRTHPLACE
 

Monument Knocked Down as Parking Scandal in Queens Park is Exposed: 
Civic Group Demands Action

 
(The following letter was sent on September 25th, 2006)

To: Honorable Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor, City of New York
     Commissioner Adrian Benepe, NYC Dept. of Parks & Recreation
 
From: David Oats
  
 Dear Mr. Mayor and Mr. Parks Commissioner:
 
        This letter is written to you on behalf of our Association with a mixed sense of frustration, anger and 
outrage - and sadness - about a condition that has been allowed to exist and persist in one of New York 
City’s largest and most historic and important parks - Flushing Meadows-Corona Park.
 
        While New York was welcoming the heads of state of the world to the annual meeting of the United 
Nations General Assembly last week, a tall granite monument marking the visits of the Heads of State 
to the very birthplace of the U.N. General Assembly (1946-50) at Flushing Meadows was knocked to the 
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Granite monument depicting the heads of state who visited the New York 
World’s Fairs toppled to the ground by speeding auto traffi c recently in 
Flushing Meadows Park. The toppled monument was discovered by 
theparkwatchdog.org vice president, Greg Godfrey, on his daily bicycle 
inspection tour of the park. (Photo Credit: Corinne Oats)



ground by a speeding vehicle at the entrance to the park near the Billy Jean King USTA National Ten-
nis Center.
 
        The monument contained the names of US Presidents, Kings and Queens, Emperors and other 
international luminaries who visited the grounds at Flushing Meadows for the two World’s Fairs in 
1939-40 and 1964-65. It was a testimony to the proud history of this unique 1,258 acre stretch of 
green in the very heart of the capitol of the world, New York City.
 
      Now it lies on the ground. While the downfall of this monument is terrible in itself, it is a symbol 
of the downfall of municipal respect and care for this park and its users. The contempt for this park is 
beyond belief.  You, Mr. Mayor and Mr. Parks Commissioner, have allowed the whole scale mutilation 
of this historic spread of green to be turned into a congested and hazardous landscape of speeding 
automobiles and buses during the US Open and Mets games endangering the lives of bicyclists, jog-
gers and ordinary parkgoers and despoiling a public treasure.
 
     Shame on you and the city.
 
     Have someone on your staff review the photos taken of this disgrace by our group at our website 
www.theparkwatchdog.org over the past two weeks. If that large piece of granite, which has stood 
since 1967, could be toppled in this manner, just imagine if it had been a human being. While tak-
ing these pictures members of our association were almost hit while police and parking employees 
herded cars and buses - traveling at high speeds- throughout the grounds. The city’s contempt for this 
park could not be more evident in the desecration of this precious space by using it as a virtual park-
ing lot and highway.Look at the photos - they detail in explicit nature the damage being done to this 
great park.
 
    This is really the tale of two parks - the glorious one at the US Open as seen by millions around the 
world - and the other for the people who just want to bike, jog,stroll or picnic in their park. We are not 
opposed to the US Open in the park and we are proud of the international attention it brings and how 
the USTA has improved the tennis facility. (In fact our Association played a major role in bringing the 
center to the park in the 1970’s.) And we are proud of our Mets and their recent success, but the fact 
is, the city has made no plans for the handling of the thousands of fans that come to these great at-
tractions and so it uses the park as a dumping ground for the inevitable infl ux of cars that they attract.
 
         You could not propose building a small shopping center without providing for adequate parking 
under city regulations. So why does the city feel it can steal and defame public parkland here?  Also, 
the city has a private concern actually charging $13 for the parking of cars on this public grassland - 
polluting the grounds with toxic oils, damaging the grass and trees, depriving the space to park users 
and creating a panorama for all to see of a giant parking fi eld. Shame!
 
         Can one even imagine for a second, the city permitting even one car to park on the grass in 
Central Park in Manhattan ? Or using the excuse that that the city streets were crowded, so let’s just 
use all that grass space in Central Park and charge people for parking there? Not only would the driv-
ers be fi ned and arrested, but so would the public offi cials who let it happen!
 
         Our Association is planning to take legal action against the city for this practice on environmen-
tal, safety and other grounds. Later this fall we will also issue a position paper on potential solutions 
to this parking nightmare that could solve the parking problem WITHOUT the use of precious park-
land. Call us if you’re interested.But,in any event, we DEMAND that this practice stop.
 



       When Robert Moses handed this park over to the city in 1967 from the World’s Fair Corporation 
he said ...”Guard it well Mr. Mayor and Mr. Parks Commissioner. It has echoed to the sounds of many 
footsteps and voices. The world has beaten a path to its doors. Now we return it to the natives”
 
      Well,we,those natives , are getting restless. When the Mayor of NY did not even show up for 
the dedication of the city’s largest land-area park in 1967, Moses’ fears were well founded. We have 
witnessed nearly four decades of disregard and insult - the decay and demolition of the former US 
Pavilion and the historic Aquacade and the sinful neglect of the precious wildlife sanctuary at Wil-
low Park. And most glaring of all--- the unforgivable state of the historic and iconic New York State 
Pavilion ! Perhaps, Mr. Mayor, as a businessman you should keep track of these commissioners in 
your Parks Department and make them spend less time on ceremonial and public relations events 
and phony fund raisers that are only ego-boosters to a select few, and manage the parks which have 
been entrusted to them. 
 
       The city must remember that this is a special place that must be preserved,protected and re-
spected. Parks are the lungs of the city - not the repository of carbon monoxide. Flushing Meadows is 
a PARK - not a parking lot. And it is not only for the preservation of the great history of heads of state 
who once walked these grounds. It is for the preservation of those very grounds for the Kings and 
Queens of Queens - and all New Yorkers - who own this special place, their piece of green and clear 
air. Their own backyard.
 
     Finally, Mr. Mayor and Mr. Parks Commissioner,  you were present  a few weeks ago at Arthur 
Ashe Stadium to bask in the glory as the National Tennis Center at Flushing Meadows was dedicated 
in the name of Billy Jean King. In her remarks to a televised audience around the world she movingly 
recalled her growing up on public park tennis courts and how it led to the pinnacle of excellence and 
history. King said what an honor for her to have this great center named for her  -in a public park. She 
said “Remember , Flushing Meadows-Corona Park is a public park.  Use it - don’t abuse it !”
 
      We applaud those words. But they weren’t just directed to the users of the park. They were direct-
ed to those entrusted as its caretakers. They were directed to you , Mr. Mayor and Mr. Parks Commis-
sioner.
 
      Sincerely,
 
       David Oats
       President
       Flushing Meadows-Corona Park
       World’s Fair Association
       www.theparkwatchdog.org
 
       cc: Queens Borough President Helen Marshall
             Queens elected offi cials
             Park Administrator Estelle Cooper
             Local Media   



This is how the Heads of State monument looked when it was standing at the entrance to the 
USOPEN at the beginning of September 2006 before it was toppled.

______________________________________________________________
Photographs of the fallen monument and of the parking problem in Flushing Meadows, all taken in the past three weeks, 
can be seen on the Association’s website at www.theparkwatchdog.org. Permission is granted for publication of these im-
ages. (Photo credit: Greg Godfrey)
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Photo Essay

A Fall in the Park:
Cars and Parking in Flushing Meadows

No matter where you are in Flushing Meadows, cars are stretched as far as the eye can see. 
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David Oats, president theparkwatchdog.org, viewing fallen monument.
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Standing tall above the average citizen, this massive granite monument is reduced to the height of a parking cone.
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Names of great men and women gashed by an automobile into the side of Heads of State monument.
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In open playing fi elds accross from the New York State Pavilion, hundreds of automobiles destroy both open vistas and the chance for 
a soccer game leaving mud and tire tracks for the fall playing season.
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Map showing acres of public park space taken over as parking lots during the USOPEN and Mets games.  Illegal park-
ing lots established within Flushing Meadows without Community Board approval.  Such overstepping
of the democratic process would NEVER have occured in Central Park. 
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The neglected New York State Pavilion perches over abused parkland turned into a parking lot. 



theparkwatchdog.org 

The Flushing Meadows - Corona Park World’s Fair Association | Page 8

Guests, both international and from the rest of the United States, and local park goers must look at and walk on pools of mud which 
were green fi elds just days earlier. 
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Major internationally signifi cant landmarks, such as the 1939 and 1964 World’s Fairs time capsules buried in Flushing Meaodows, are
surrounded by automobiles and could be damaged, like the Heads of State monument.
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Parkland paid for by the tax payer, used illegally without taxpayer approval, is converted to pay for profi t parking facilities.  Grasslands 
and playing fi elds are turned into private profi t. 
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At more than 3 times the round trip Metro-Card Subway fare to the park, parkland becomes a profi table parking fundraising tool for un-
known coffers as citizens watch their park illegally converted to for profi t agencies. 
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With trees surrounding every offensive parking lot, there is ample automobile oil which drains into the soil. 
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Where there was once grass, mud and uneven surfaces ripped apart by tire treads will remain for months.  
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A ball fi eld is now a major dirt road and parking center.  Cars extend as far as the eye can see in all directions. 
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Greg Godfrey, vice-president of theparkwatchdog.org, surveys the damage and abuse of parkland on his daily park inspection tours.
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There is no park left in the parking lot.
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Scandal in the Park During Mets Playoffs

O E M
Offi ce of Emergency Management

without the E

Caught in the Act:
Playing Field Destruction Continues
AND
Offi ce of Emergency Management 
Resources Used for Illegal Parking
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Playing fi elds designated as “Lot 1.”  For profi t enterprise makes profi t off of playing fi elds owned by tax payers: makeshift charging 
gates funnel monies to unknown agencies.
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Graceful spreads of playing fi elds await oil, tires, and the weight of automobiles to be used as for profi t “parking facilities.” 
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Since these are playing fi elds and not parking lots, lighting for the “private profi t” parking companies that charge for use of citizen 
owned parkland is subsidized with city resources.  These lighting units with portable generators are imported from other boroughs. 
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Another playing fi eld awaits the compression of cars to be parked on top: “lot 2” costs $18.oo per vehicle.  The ripped up fi elds of dirt 
will remain for citizens; tires will take away the green grass. 
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Curbing in process of being destroyed, severe destruction of grasslands in playing fi elds, and run off are all consequences of using this 
fi eld, designated as “lot 3”, which costs $18.oo to park in.  
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Acres of grassland have become compressed dirt, tire treads, and unusable ball fi elds. 
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A private concern awaits profi ts off of public subsidy.
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“Let them play on dirt” seems to be the theme on these fi elds which are to be used as parking later in the day. 
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By creating a transportation plan that focuses exclusively on vehicle traffi c, bicyclists are placed in extreme danger.  Here, traffi c is 
forced with cones INTO the bike lane.  As vice president of theparkwatchdog.org, Greg Godfrey, attempted to ride in this lane, cars 
raced around him and into him coming the opposite direction forcing a standoff: at one point a driver thought he had priority over Greg 
Godfrey theparkwatchdog.org bicyclist and nearly had a severe accident. 
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Parking is NOT an emergency.  Five Offi ce of 
Emergency Management lighting units were on hand
for traffi c management toward Shea Stadium today. 

These units, along with the fuel contained within, should
be stored strategically and left on hand for 
EMERGENCY USE ONLY!

This unit lights cars coming off of Roosevelt Avenue. 

It’s for an 
emergency... 

not for parking...
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Lighting unit number 2 of 5 from the Offi ce of Emergency Management awaits use in the evening for auto traffi c on the perimeter road 
of Flushing Meadows Park near the Roosevelt Avenue Entrance.
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Lighting unit number 3 of 5 from the Offi ce of Emergency Management staged at the entrance to Grand Central. 
A reminder that this is NOT an emergency.  This is parking and traffi c control.
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Lighting unit number 4 of 5 from the Offi ce of Emergency Management staged near the Whitestone Expressway for traffi c managment 
NOT an emergency.
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Lighting unit number 5 of 5 staged near the Marina Park-
ing Lot -- NORMALLY FREE -- but today it costs $20.oo to 
enter. 
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Lighting units 6 and 7 that should be staged and stored for a real emergency, stored in parking lot in Flushing Meadows Park.
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Severe run off and destruction of park fi elds continues in this park fi eld near Shea Stadium by the Whitestone Expressway.
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Buses await to take auto travel from makeshift parking fi elds and use paths designated and designed for slow moving parkgoers and  
not bus and car travel.
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Send your thoughts and opinions about current conditions in the park to  pitbull@theparkwatchdog.org

Your e-mails will be forwarded to proper city, borough, and parks department authorities as well as local media and 
will be posted on theparkwatchdog.org each week.
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