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“Guard it well Mr. Mayor and Mr. Park’s 
Commissioner.  Flushing Meadows has 
echoed to the sounds of many footsteps 
and voices.  The world has beaten a 
path to its doors.  Now we return it to 
the natives.” 

            -- Robert Moses on turning over the 
    completed Flushing Meadows - 
    Corona Park to the City of 
    New York from the World’s 
    Fair Corporation, June 1967

Photo taken of Flushing Meadows - Corona Park from the air by Corinne Oats, December 2006.  Photo 
shows, top to bottom, Shea Stadium, Billie Jean King USTA National Tennis Center, Arthur Ashe and Louis 
Armstrong Stadiums, Unisphere, Central Mall, Queens Museum of Art (left), and the New York State 
Pavilion. 
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INTRODUCTION

The Moses Legacy: A Tale of Two Parks

New York’s master builder Robert Moses pictured in 1938 before a map 
of New York City and the future Flushing Meadows Park.

A Personal Reflection
by David Oats

Founder/ Chairman
Flushing Meadows - Corona Park World’s Fair Association

Robert Moses.
  A name with almost semi-biblical connotations.
 A name that to this day confronts urban planners and historians with 
confl icting images of a past and future of a great metropolis that was largely 
shaped - and a vision that still shapes - not only the city of the last century, 
but of the 21st. 
 In December of 1888, Robert Moses was born just exactly a decade 
before the long dream of creating a greater City of New York - uniting fi ve 
boroughs into a metropolitan giant that would rival London - became a real-
ity.  On January 1, 1898, the City of New York as we know it today - 
Manhattan, the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island - was created.



In the early part of the 20th century, Moses would burst on the scene as a reformer 
with a burning and single-minded vision to transform and shape both the city and the 
region. From the spectacular and artistic creation of Jones Beach on Long Island to the 
parkways, parks and playgrounds, the majestic bridges, and structures such as Lincoln 
Center and the United Nations -  even to projects all the way to the far north regions of 
Niagara in upstate New York, Moses became one of the most important fi gures in New 
York history. 
 
But out of all of these momentous projects one seemed to consume Moses almost more 
than any other. He had looked out at the bleak expanse of 1,200 acres in Queens and 
had seen a once fertile and ancient expanse of tidal marshes and meadows that had 
become a blight almost unprecedented in its ugliness and environmental degradation, 
commonly called the Corona Dumps. It was best immortalized by the author F. Scott 
Fitzgerald in his classic American novel The Great Gatsby as the “valley of ashes.”
 
Where most had given up on this depressing landscape of 90 foot high mountains of 
garbage and grey acres of desolation, Moses envisioned a different landscape - a fertile 
expanse of green in the very geographic and population center of Greater New York. He 
sought in the words of the ancient prophet Isaiah, to give the city “beauty for ashes.” It 
seemed like an impossible dream until a great idea came about - condemn this massive 
eyesore and lay the ground for a future great city park through the creation of an historic 
World’s Fair.
 
In 1936, Moses and reformist Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia (who had named Moses as the 
city’s fi rst city-wide Parks Commissioner) began an endeavor that would turn this desert 
into a garden, a carefully planned axis and park design that would rise like a phoenix 
out of the despair of a depression-era dust bowl into an international exposition that 
would give a world in fear of an upcoming war and economic despair a sense of hope 
and optimism about a new future - The World of Tomorrow.
 

Robert Moses, Grover Whalen, and Mayor LaGuardia looking over plans 
to eliminate the Corona Dumps and make way for the 1939 World’s Fair 
and the future park.  The New York City Building, currently the Queens 
Museum of Art, rises in the background.



Its theme symbols rose high above the 
meadows, gleaming white and iconic, 
centering the hopes and aspirations of a 
troubled nation and world - the Trylon and 
Perisphere. They presided over a mead-
ow not of ashes but of fountains, fl ags, 
fl owers and glorious buildings and of na-
tions that would soon be at war standing 
side by side in peaceful harmony. On its 
very opening day, when President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt stepped up to the podium 
at Flushing Meadows and declared these 
grounds “open to all mankind,” he was 
not just inaugurating a fair, and ultimately 
the park that would follow, but the speech 
literally opened the world of tomorrow 
as it was the fi rst event broadcast by the 
medium of tomorrow - television. That 
same night, Albert Einstein lit up the fair 
by using Cosmic Rays and the great 
scientist’s message in the Time Capsule 
buried below Flushing Meadows, was a 
warning to the future but ended by saying 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt and Eleanor Roosevelt 
inspect the grounds at Flushing Meadows as it rises 
from the ashes to the World of Tomorrow in 1938.

to the people who might retrieve the capsule 5,000 years hence - “I trust that posterity 
will read these words with a feeling of proud and justifi ed superiority.”

Riding on the Ford Pavilion’s Road of Tomorrow are Henry Ford, Fair Presi-
dent Grover Whalen, Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia and former Governor Al 
Smith.  The Trylon and Perhisphere and the New York City Building in the 
background.

A New World
 
After the great Fair ended in 1940, the planet plunged into the second World War and a 
new world of unspeakable destruction and holocaust. When the post-war world looked 



for an instrument to prevent such devastation in the future, it again turned to Flushing 
Meadows. Moses, who was in charge of the project to bring a permanent headquarters 
for a fl edgling United Nations to New York City, chose the N.Y. City Building (only one 
of two structures remaining from the ‘39-40 Fair) to be its fi rst site.  From 1946 to 1950, 
Flushing Meadows was again at the center of the world. During its tenure in the park, 
President Harry Truman gave the opening address to the U.N. General Assembly and 
the international body created UNICEF, the State of Israel and Eleanor Roosevelt ush-
ered in the creation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

From 1946 to 1950 Flushing Meadows was the fi rst home of the United Nations 
General Assembly in the New York City Building.

 
Robert Moses, though, always dreamed of completing his initial vision for a great city 
park - twice the size of Central Park - at Flushing Meadows. That chance emerged in 
the early 1960’s, when Moses gave up his job as N.Y. Parks Commissioner to head up 
the chance for a second New York World’s Fair and complete the work of fi nishing the 
park. As President of the 1964-65 exposition, Moses found himself presiding over a 
space-age, pop-art extravaganza that brought over 60 nations, major corporations, 55 
million visitors and even, as he proudly boasted, everything from Walt Disney to Michel-
angelo to the fair. 

The Unisphere, the largest model of the earth ever created, was the symbol of the 1964 - 
65 New York World’s Fair - constructed on the foundation of the Trylon and Perisphere and 
is a permanent landmarked structure in Flushing Meadows - Corona Park.



 
But his real goal was the park that would follow, and after the fi reworks and fanfare had 
faded, he achieved in his twilight days his goal. On June 3, 1967, he turned a restored 
fairgrounds to the city as a beautiful 1,258 acre oasis in the heart of New York - Flushing 
Meadows - Corona Park.
 

A New Park and A Warning

On its very dedication and opening day in 1967, Moses distrusted and was pessimis-
tic that the city bureaucracy would mismanage and improperly maintain his thirty year 
dream. The quote by Moses at the beginning of this report expresses that concern and 
his worry that a Manhattan - oriented city administration would ignore and disregard this 
park was well borne out on its very opening day - the Mayor of the City of New York did 
not even bother to show up for its dedication.

I had the good fortune to meet and get to know this great man as a young person from 
the neighborhood – a kid who he advised and encouraged to form a local citizen’s group 
that would monitor and advocate for the park. That resulted in the formation of our orga-
nization - the Flushing Meadows - Corona Park World’s Fair Association. We are proud 
that he agreed to serve as our Chairman, something he rarely did in his long career, and 
his frequent advice and behind-the-scenes assistance on protecting and fi ghting for this 
park were invaluable.
 
In 1977, I took a ride with Moses so he could observe what was going on in his park. He 
was dismayed. The great fountains he had left were dry and inoperable and fi lled with 
garbage. The N.Y. State Pavilion had its roof removed and was decaying, the glittering 
U.S. Pavilion which had been left to decay was demolished and the park, to put it mildly, 
did not look good. Only the new impending arrival of the USTA Tennis Center seemed to 
cheer him up. I think it was the last time he visited the park. 
 
I often wonder what he would think about the park today if we took that tour again. I like 
to think it would be better than that last visit - but I fear it might be seriously a very mixed 
review. I know he would be delighted by the robust and lush growth of the trees that 
were mere twigs back in 1967. The exuberance of the weekend users of the park who 
picnic, jog, bike, sail and fi sh by Meadow Lake and who play tennis, soccer, softball and 
cricket and who just plain enjoy the open fi elds of a meadow where kings and queens, 
popes and presidents once walked would move him. After all, this is why the park was 
created.
 
He would have been delighted by the growth and popularity of the institutions he cre-
ated and left in the park such as the Hall of Science, the Queens Botanical Gardens and 
the Queens Zoo (now in P.C. terms, the Queens Wildlife Center). I know he would love 
the additions to the park that came after him that have fl ourished such as the Queens 
Theater in the Park and the ongoing festivals that celebrate the enormous energy and 
cultures of a borough that is the most ethnically diverse community on planet Earth.
 
And then I would like to take Mr. Moses to the Queens Museum of Art in his beloved 
N.Y. City Building. He would be amazed at this institution and pleased that the world’s 
largest model which he created - the Panorama of the City of New York - has been so 
carefully and lovingly preserved, maintained and updated. And if he were to see the 



exhibition which is currently on display - as well as at Columbia University and the Mu-
seum of the City of New York- which reevaluates his immense career, taking his legacy 
a step away from Robert Caro’s stranglehold in his 1970’s biography The Power Broker: 
Robert Moses and the Fall of New York, I think he would be pleased too.
 
But I fear then if we were to venture out the museum’s doors, he would recognize an-
other park - the one he feared would develop when he handed it over in 1967.  A park 
where people have feared for their lives from viscous criminals.  A park where people 
fear for their lives because the city allows cars and buses to speed to vast make-shift 
parking lots on top of open vistas and ball fi elds that occupy and pollute grass fi elds. 
A park where even a monument erected by him to the majestic history of this park 
was knocked down by one of these speeding vehicles and allowed to lay prone on the 
ground for months. A park where his treasured wildlife preserve at Willow Lake was 
allowed to decay and be a dumping ground for vandals. A place where Willets Point - 
which he had designated as a natural part of Flushing Meadows is still the last disgrace-
ful blight and remnant of the old Corona Dumps.
 
He would be horrifi ed by the shameful neglect of the park’s most visible structure, the 
New York State Pavilion. But most of all he would be disgusted by the ineptitude, ar-
rogance and incompetence of a parks department and city that at the least cannot care 
for the safety of the public and the integrity of the legacy of this great green treasure. 
In short he would see the Tale of Two Parks - the best of times and the worst of times. 
That is what this report attempts to address.
 
I can almost hear him repeating the lines he said at the park’s dedication forty years 
ago...which were also his warning.....

“Guard it well, Mr. Mayor and Mr. Parks Commissioner......”

Robert Moses (right) being interviewed by David Oats (left), founder of the Flushing Meadows 
- Corona Park World’s Fair Association on June 3, 1967 at the transfer and dedication of the 
park from the World’s Fair Corporation to the New York City Parks Department.  Ceremony 
held in the Singer Bowl, now the Louis Armstrong Stadium. Photo: Peter M. Warner



View of Flushing Meadows looking toward the north to Flushing Bay 
with the original course of the Flushing River trailing snake-like through 
the meadows and the Corona Dumps in the early 1930s south to what 
are now Meadow and Willow Lakes. 

View from the same perspective after the reclamation of Flushing 
Meadows for the 1939 - 40 New York World’s Fair.  Theme symbols, the 
Trylon and Perisphere, in the center and Meadow Lake and Aquacade 
in foreground.

Same perspective from the air of the second New York World’s Fair in 
1964 - 65.  Shea Stadium and Flushing Bay, top, and Acquacade and 
Meadow Lake, bottom.

EVOLUTION

OF

A

PARK



View of Flushing Meadows - Corona Park fl anked by the Grand Central Parkway (left) 
and Van Wyck Expressway (right) with Queens Boulevard crossing the lower left corner 
of the image.   
Source: 2007 Google Earth Data. 
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PART I - DARKNESS OVER THE PARK

The State of the Park 2007

This section details a number of the issues that have placed a dark pall over the park 
and are critical matters of safety and park maintenance.

 
From an aviation warning light that has gone out repeatedly on the tallest structure in 
the park, to the diffi culty in putting it back on because of the neglectful decay of this 

structure, to the desecration of an historic monument by high speed cars on their way to 
acres of makeshift parking lots on park fi elds, to a recent crime wave that is the shame 

of current park management - to these and other critical issues we wish to bring them to 
the light of day.

 
Our Association has detailed and monitored these issues on our websites and more 

detailed information and photos can be seen by logging on to:
 

www.theparkwatchdog.org

and

www.newyorkstatepavilion.org



The State of the Park 2007
Part I - DARKNESS OVER THE PARK

P
ho

to
 C

re
di

t: 
G

re
g 

G
od

fre
y

ATTACKS OF WINTER 2006 - 2007
A PARK WITHOUT SECURITY MANAGEMENT

On Christmas Day, 2006, a 36-year old graduate student was taking a jog around 
Flushing Meadows - Corona Park. At about 6:45 p.m., he was suddenly punched, kicked 
and stomped by two men who then robbed him and left him to die directly under the 
Unisphere. They also torched his van that was parked nearby.

The unidentifi ed man remained in a coma at Elmhurst Hospital and because he had 
no I.D., his hospital photo was released in the hope that someone could identify him. A 
tipster later told investigators about the torched van in the park and on December 29, 
cops found the van and discovered it was registered to Jae Woo Park, an engineering 
student at Brooklyn Polytechnic.

Police originally could not identify this man, who was without ID 
and so badly beaten in Flushing Meadows - Corona Park that 
his life, in jeopardy, may never be the same.  Days later he was 
identifi ed as Mr. Jao Woo Park.



 
As police reached out to his frantic wife and family who were visiting relatives in South 
Korea, unable to reach him and thinking he was busy working on his doctoral thesis, 
they were able to identify his bloodied, comatose image from press photos.
 
The Christmas Day attack, in the very shadow of the giant globe that was erected in 
1964 as a symbol of “Peace Through Understanding,” got headlines. But this savage at-
tack got little of the public attention and outcry that such a travesty would have received 
if it had happened in Central Park. But this dark chapter of the park’s history was only 
beginning to unravel.
 
Only then did offi cials seem to connect the dots about something dark and terrible hap-
pening in the park. On Nov. 22, a 38 year old man was assaulted and robbed by 111th 
St. at 9:30 p.m. On Nov. 24, a 54 year old man riding his bike was assaulted and robbed 
about 5:30 p.m. On Dec. 2, a 62 year old man was assaulted and robbed as he rode 
his bike. On December 4, Carlos Flores, 40, was attacked and attempted to fi ght 
back. He was hacked to death numerous times with a machete. Then his body 
was dumped into Meadow Lake, where his body was found fl oating in the water 
the next day. The police just reported it as a D.O.A. and so the crime got scant 
press or public attention, unlike a similar incident in Central Park in 1997 which 
got worldwide attention. 
 
On December 5, a 55 year old woman faced a robber who demanded cash. The hood-
lums usually stole cash, cell phones, vans, Rolex watches and other jewelry - even Me-
troCards. On December 9, a 40 year old man was attacked and robbed about 7:15 p.m. 
as he walked through the park. On December 10, a 42 year old man was pummeled 
by two men about 7:20 p.m. On Dec. 24, a 62 year old man was assaulted and robbed 
about 9 p.m. as he biked near the park on 111th Street, and that same night a 56 year 
old man walking by Meadow Lake was assaulted and robbed just before midnight.
 
And then on Dec. 25, Jae Woo Park was found unconscious by the Unisphere, and he 
remains in a coma to this day. And during all of this, there was silence from the Parks 
Department, which is the landlord and caretaker of the park. The police did not tell the 
press and public about this wave of horror until Mr. Park’s attack.

Where was Parks Commissioner Benepe or the Flushing Meadows Park Administra-
tor (whose very offi ce sits in this park) alerting the media and the public at large to this 
growing nightmare? 
 
Suggestions to deal with this matter as well as the other issues we address in this report 
are contained at the end. 
 
But to all those hurt and injured in this great park recently, and to all those who use and 
enjoy this great park we wish you safety and a belief that the outrage of the recent at-
tacks will bring about the emergence of a truly secure environment.
 
And our hopes and prayers are especially with you, Mr. Park.



PARK AVIATION WARNING LIGHT OUT FOR 3 MONTHS
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The all-important red aircraft light atop the N.Y. State Pavilion in the park had been out 
for a period of at least three months late last year. Our Association discovered that these 
red lights atop all structures exceeding 200 feet are critical for the safety of the struc-
tures and the people below as well as the aircrafts and their passengers.
 
The tallest tower of the N.Y. State Pavilion is 226 feet - exceeding the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) requirements for such a light to alert pilots to an oncoming tall 
structure. The fact that this light on this tall tower - in the direct proximity to the fl ight 
path of nearby LaGuardia Airport - had been dark and apparently unnoticed by parks 
offi cials is a dereliction of duty by all levels of parks management and put the safety of 
parkgoers and all citizens at risk and bordered on the criminal.
 
Our association found that FAA regulations REQUIRE authorities to report this kind of 
lighting failure within - 30 MINUTES!

When our association notifi ed the FAA and the Park’s Department, it took 13 days 
for the Park’s department to replace the light -- and because they let the New 
York State Pavilion decay so badly, they had to employ mountain climbers to replace the 
light. 



... THEN THE LIGHT WENT OUT AGAIN

The all-important red aircraft light atop the N.Y. State Pavilion in the park went out again 
just a few short weeks after the bulb was replaced by mountain climbers -- not park’s 
department maintenance staff -- because the staircase leading up to the top was fi lled 
with bird feces.  The elevators stopped working decades ago.  

On December 1st, 2006, the aviation light went out amidst a major storm. 

As if that wasn’t the worst of it, The Flushing Meadows - Corona Park World’s Fair Asso-
ciation had to call again and notify the media again to get the park’s department to real-
ize this critical fact.   Again, the parks department was in violation of the FAA regulations 
requiring THEM to inform the FAA of the outage within 30 minutes of the bulb being out. 

It then took 5 additional days to fi gure out how to change the light bulb on top 
of the landmark and iconic New York State Pavilion.  
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INTERNATIONAL HISTORY TOPPLED 
A MAJOR PARK MONUMENT HIT BY A SPEEDING A SPEEDING VEHICLE

The “Heads of State” monument, foreground, catalogued major heads of state who had 
visited the two World’s fairs.   The monument welcomed local and international citizens 
alike to the park, as shown in this picture taken at the 2006 US OPEN where it stood at 
a major entrance to the event. 
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Standing tall above the average citizen, this massive granite monument was reduced 
to the height of a parking cone as a speeding vehicle slammed into this historic trea-
sure in September 2006 because of a transportation plan which failed to account for the 
safe movement of cars through the park.  That placed both event and park goers alike 
in grave danger of death.  The Association’s President, Greg Godfrey, discovered the 
monument in its desecrated state on September 20th, 2006. 
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FLUSHING MEADOWS - CORONA PARK WORLD’S FAIR ASSOCIATION
SUBMITS PLAN TO RESCUE HEADS OF STATE MONUMENT
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This is a rendering by the Flushing Meadows - Corona Park World’s Fair Asso-
ciation submitted to the Parks Department and media in the fall of 2006 after the 
monument was toppled by a speeding vehicle.  It shows the monument in front 
of the Unisphere in the garden before the Queens Museum of Art. The current 
location of the Heads of State monument is without access by sidewalk and sits 
at the corner of a dangerous park road.  As part of the suggestions to the park’s 
department made by the Association, storage of the monument was suggested to 
protect it from lying too long in an unprotected state.  The Association also urged 
the park’s department to examine the monument for damage.  The Association 
urged this location given it’s logical place in a historic design axis within the park:

The Design Axis

Queens Museum

The Unisphere

Proposed 
Relocation Area of the
Heads of State Monument



MISMANAGEMENT ON TOP OF MISMANAGEMENT:
THE PARK’S ADMINISTRATION TAKES A BITE OUT OF HISTORY

After 98 days, the parks department fi nally returned the Heads of State Monument to 
an upright position but in the process completely disgraced and destroyed a granite 
monument designed to last for ages by destroying a huge chunk on the top of top of 
the monument. The names of heads of state who had visited World’s Fairs such as 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, the King and Queen of England and presidents Hoover, Truman, 
Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson are now gone. 

Had the parks department listened to our Association’s proposal, carefully stored the 
monument and moved to a safer and more visible location, both the monument and the 
money that will be needed to repair it would have been saved. 

It lay on the ground for 98 days in fallen disgrace only to be followed now by an endur-
ing disrespect of the legacy of this park. 
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PARKING DISGRACE AND DANGER IN THE PARK
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Without regard for the environment or parkgoer safety, the parks department illegally 
and arbitrarily opted to take fi elds in use for open space, recreation, and ball fi elds out 
of the hands of citizens to park cars and allow their oils and pollution to stain the soil of 
Flushing Meadows.  Its avenues and walkways, trails and bikeways, were converted 
into high speed roadways, where frustrated drivers who also failed to benefi t from a 
rational transportation plan for sporting events, tried to wedge their way quickly through 
human beings normally not on the lookout for road rage.  Worse, a private concern 
charged and benefi tted from hefty parking fees on public park fi elds as the parks depart-
ment allowed mismanaged and unsafe car traffi c in the midst of recreation.  This was 
the result of failed planning for the new Shea Stadium and US OPEN which should have 
come up with a parking and transportation plan before construction on the new stadium 
removed parking spaces.

Association President, Greg Godfrey, logged 
more than 700 miles on his bike in 2006 
throughout Flushing Meadows - Corona Park 
overseeing the horrible situation.  On many 
occasions, Godfrey had to fi ght for priority with 
cars on internal park paths.  On the perimeter 
road which circles that park, the posted speed 
limit is 15 miles per hour.  Godfrey regularly 
rides at approximately 18 miles per hour. Cars 
would always exceed this speed.



PARK FIELDS WERE SLAUGHTERED
MET FANS AND US OPEN GUESTS WALKED ON MUD
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No, this is not a war fi eld, this is Flushing Meadows - Corona Park during one of the 
most profi table sporting events on Earth, the US OPEN.  Central Park would never be 
allowed such indignity, but in Queens, in a Manhattan-centric Parks management sys-
tem, “let the public eat dirt.”

At least half a dozen of Offi ce 
of Emergency Management 
lighting units with built-in 
generators were on hand 
to manage the automobile 
chaos that has resulted from 
no transportation plan in the 
wake of construction of the 
new Shea Stadium.   The 
park’s department failed to 
mitigate the situation with a 
transportation plan.  Offi ce 
of Emergency Management 
resources were used for a 
non- emergency situation.
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EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT IS FOR EMERGENCIES
NOT FOR MISMANAGEMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Our Association plans to fi le a lawsuit on environmental and safety ground and 
misuse of public park property to prevent this situation from occurring in 2007.



PROTECTING THE ICONIC AND UN-LANDMARKED
NEW YORK STATE PAVILION

Our Association submitted a plan (cover shown 
top right) to Governor Eliot Spitzer in January 
2007 to remove the New York State Pavilion 
from city control and begin to reverse 40 years of 
neglect of this building which is seen and recog-
nized by millions of New Yorkers who pass it daily 
on the myriad of roadways and airways.  The 
park’s department lists this building on a plaque 
signed by the mayor and park commissioner as a 
landmark - even though it has never been given 
offi cial status of a protected landmark nor has it 
been treated as such (middle right).
For nearly 40 years, the city has been involved in 
subsequent scandals with this icon of 20th century 
architecture by Philip Johnson built by the State of 
New York as a showcase of the State for the 1964- 65 
World’s Fair.  Its main rotunda was called the “Tent 
of Tomorrow” where it showcased the events from 
towns, villages, and counties across the state during 
the Fair (bottom right).  

The fl oor of the “Tent of Tomorrow” contained the 
largest map in the world: a terrazzo inlaid map of the 
entire state of New York. 

After the building was given over to the city, the parks 
department brutally hammered the solid stained class 
roof that covered the pavilion and left the shards to 
permanently pierce the terrazzo fl oor.   Without the 
roof, the map decayed.

To add insult to injury, the parks department used the 
pavilion in the 1980’s to store hazardous and toxic 
chemicals. 

Finally, three iconic towers of the building and the 
elevators and staircase leading to them are unusable 
and thus creating the crisis of even replacing the avia-
tion warning light on top of the tower. 
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WILLOW LAKE WILDLIFE SANCTUARY NEGLECTED

Willow Lake, located at the southernmost section of Flushing Meadows, is one of the 
most beautiful and valuable sections of this vast park. Yet it is one of the most invisible 
and neglected.
 
This 55 acre area begins at the original source of the Flushing River. Robert Moses 
created this man-made lake from the base of the river at the time of the building of the 
1939 World’s Fair. But in planning for the future park that would follow, he had a very 
specifi c idea for this lake and surrounding grounds.
 
It was to be protected and nurtured and preserved for all time, undisturbed by commer-
cialization or activity so that it could develop as a nature preserve and environment for 
both fl ora and fauna and be a quiet retreat and enjoyment for city-dwellers in need of 
the refreshment of the natural environment.
 
Unlike its adjoining twin to the north - Meadow Lake - which was designed for active 
recreation, such as boating and fi shing, Willow Lake was the only part of Flushing 
Meadows that was never used for any construction or activity for either of the two Fairs, 
or during the park years that followed. It was planted with beautiful weeping willow trees 
along its banks and allowed to become a haven for birds and fi sh and animals that could 
not be seen anywhere else in New York City; in short, it became its own ecosystem. It is 
one of Queens’ most vibrant and luscious natural resources.
 
It developed naturally and beautifully until the arrogance and neglect of its “protector” 
- the city and Parks Department - intruded. In the mid-1970’s, the city planned to allow a 



huge mega development called ‘Willow Lake Village’ to be built on the shore of the lake.
 
Our Association, with the behind-the-scenes help of the then retired Robert Moses, 
helped to kill that insidious scheme. But even in the past few years, the city entertained 
the idea for merging Meadow and Willow Lakes for their 2012 Olympics proposal, a 
concept that would have destroyed the fragile wildlife preserve at Willow Lake.
 
These were the bad ideas - but then the neglect crept in and the whole area became 
a dumping ground for wrecked cars and other insidious debris. After much community 
pressure, action was taken and by the time Parks Commissioner Henry Stern left offi ce 
Feb. 4, 2002, the area around Willow Lake was open to the public, had a beautiful bike 
trail, had undergone millions of dollars in clean-up to eradicate invasive plants, and had 
a relatively new overpass that welcomed hikers and cyclists to explore one of the few 
permanent natural preserves in the city.
 
But as the Queens Tribune reported in an expose last year, just four years later the en-
tire area was overgrown, the entries were chained closed and the public kept out. When 
contacted, Henry Stern could not understand why this was allowed to happen and the 
Tribune asked “We want Mr. Benepe to get to the bottom of this, to answer why Willow 
Lake is closed off, why a new multi-million dollar footbridge is not open, to explain to 
Queens what the heck is going on and to give Queens back its park. Can’t somebody 
give us a straight answer?”
 
Finally after much pressure, the Parks Dept. recently partially opened a small portion of 
Willow Lake for a brief tour. But why does it take this to get what should come naturally 
for an agency that has responsibility to care for our parks - the very lungs of the city?
 
Robert Moses is most known as a great builder of parkways and expressways, bridges 
and tunnels and magnifi cent structures that re-shaped the landscape of this city and 
region. But who would think that one of his proudest creations was this fragile place, 
home to wildlife and nature forever that he made along the banks of Willow Lake.



WILLETS POINT DISGRACE
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Willets Point.

Sometimes referred to as the Iron Triangle. Most commonly called the “junkyards.” An 
80 plus acre eyesore of mangled cars, streets without sewers, ramshackle structures 
and an environmental nightmare that sits on an edge of Flushing Meadows, directly op-
posite Shea Stadium. It is the last sad remnant of the old Corona Dumps.
 
Its condition resembles more the streets of Calcutta than the streets of Corona. Imagine 
if you will a huge carved-out corner of Central Park dedicated to an ugly, malodorous 
junkyard. It would never happen. 
 
For over forty years some of this city’s most powerful fi gures have sought to clean up 
this eyesore and use it for a more suitable purpose - from Robert Moses to Donald 
Trump to Rudy Giuliani, all past attempts have come to nothing. When the city was mis-
guidedly pushing its plans for a West Side Stadium in Manhattan for its 2012 Olympics 
proposal, we presented a plan to use Willets Point as a logical alternative.
 
The city stubbornly resisted until the very end when they went with our plan for a Shea 
Stadium - Willets Point location for the Olympics - but the city Olympic planners were 
just too late and NY lost the bid to London.
 
Robert Moses had this Willets Point site earmarked as the fi nal last logical part of Flush-
ing Meadows-Corona Park. Its unparalled location near the #7 subway line, the Long 
Island Rail Road, the Long Island and Van Wyck Expressways, the Grand Central Park-
way, Northern Boulevard, the Whitestone Expressway and LaGuardia Airport as well as 

Willets Point has been an enduring eye-sore on the doorstep of Flushing Meadows.  Robert Moses had it desig-
nated as “parkland” but the city demapped and rezoned the 80 acre site for so-called ‘light-industry’ thus allowing 
this blight to exist. 



Shea Stadium (and the new future Mets stadium) and the US Open make it one of the 
most desirable pieces of property in the city. 

And yet it remains an ugly, polluting eyesore - a junkyard on the very doorstep of Flush-
ing Meadows-Corona Park. 

The Panorama of New York model in the Queens Museum of Art showing Flushing Meadows - Corona Park.  In the 
upper right hand portion, opposite Shea Stadium, clearly shows the Willets Point area and how it naturally should 
be part of Flushing Meadows park completing its landscape to Flushing Bay. 
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In 2004, David Oats presented Mayor Michael Bloomberg with the 
Association’s proposal for an Olympic Stadium to revitalize the 
Willets Point area (above) at the Queens Museum of Art as Deputy 
Mayor Dan Doctoroff looks on.  The city administration ignored this 
proposal until the very end and then it was presented to the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee as the City’s bid.  Association President, 
Greg Godfrey (right), travelled to the IOC headquarters in Lausanne 
Switzerland to argue the Association’s opposition to the Manhattan 
West Side Stadium and its proposal for the Willets Point site.  The 
city’s delay in recognizing our plan resulted in both the city’s losing 
the 2012 Olympic bid and the Willet’s point nightmare continues.
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PART II - LIGHT IN THE PARK

The State of the Park 2007

The situation is not all dark at Flushing Meadows. 

In this section we want to highlight the shining examples of what makes this park spe-
cial and indeed great. And worth saving this park for.

 
We salute the institutions and individuals who have nurtured and preserved these park 

gems over the years. 

Some of these facilities are currently undergoing major renovations and expansions that 
point a bright light to the park’s future in the 21st Century.



The State of the Park 2007

Part II - LIGHT IN THE PARK

The Queens Museum of Art
Our Association is proud of the fact that its 
1970 master - plan for the park outlined the cre-
ation of a Queens Cultural Complex at Flushing 
Meadows.  At that time, the borough of Queens 
had no museum of its own and the New York 
City Building and the New York State Pavilion 
were empty and desolate. 

Our Association’s plan outlined the basis for 
utilizing the New York City Building, with its 
Panorama of New York, as a Queens Art and 
Cultural Center.  We are more than proud of 
how that initial dream has become a glorious 
reality.  Over almost four decades, the Queens 
Museum has grown into a world class institution 
that not only serves an important art and cul-
tural community in the borough but it is about 
to expand into the entire historic New York City 
Building, thus literally doubling its size. 

At left top, an architect’s rendering of the grand 
new entrance for the museum that will expand 
its visibility and relationship to the Unisphere 
and the park itself.  And left bottom, the marvel-
ous Panorama of New York City, the largest 
scale model in the world, which was commis-
sioned by Robert Moses for the 1964 World’s 
Fair and contains every single structure, bridge, 
and park, in all fi ve boroughs.   This treasure 
has been maintained, updated, and is now 
accompanied by a state of the art multi-media 
presentation that brings the panorama alive 
to new generations of residents and visitors to 
New York.  Currently, the museum is featuring 
a major exhibition on the man who created this 
park, Robert Moses.

Source: Queens Museum of Art
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The Queens Theatre in the Park
Our Association literally helped volunteers with 
restoring the vacant Theaterama building of 
the New York State Pavilion into a living play-
house for Queens back in the 1970s. 

Through years of effort, this grew into an 
institution that the borough can be proud of.  
Queens Theatre in the Park has grown and 
prospered as a great outpost of cultural delight 
and is progress of expanding its facility and 
continuing its cultural commitment. 

New York Hall of Science

It is hard to believe that in the 1980’s the 
city’s cultural affairs commissioner pro-
posed moving the New York Hall of Sci-
ence out of Queens and into Manhattan.   
The museum, born in Wallace K. Harri-
son’s majestic original structure for the 
1964 - 65 World’s Fair was not only saved 
but it prospered as one of the city’s most 
attended museums.  Its directors and staff 
have seen a growth that has restored 
the original historic Space Park from the 
World’s Fair, established a hands-on sci-
ence center, science playground, and ex-
panded facilities that now rank it as one of 
the top science museums in the country.  

Its future expansion plans give credence 
to the fact that this museum is really 
reaching for the stars. 

Source: nyc.gov



Photo: Greg Godfrey

BILLIE JEAN KING USTA TENNIS CENTER

This complex is truly the jewel of Flushing Mead-
ows - Corona Park.  If anything comes close to the 
experience of the World’s Fairs, it is when this cen-
ter hosts the whole world for the annual US Open 
tennis tournament.  

Our Association is proud that in saving the old 
Singer Bowl arena in the early 1970’s and having it 
renamed for jazz-great and Corona neighbor Louis 
Armstrong we helped pave the way for the US 
Open to relocate from its original home in Forest 
Hills to Flushing Meadows. Around the world, by 
television, and by its international reputation, the 
image and the name of the Flushing Meadows has 
entered once again on the world stage. 

Our Association salutes the USTA for not only 
creating the fi nest facility in this park but having 
the class and dignity to retain the Louis Armstrong 
stadium name, name the new stadium which they 
built with their own money after Arthur Ashe, and 
the complex after tennis great Billie Jean King. 

No corporate greed there.

Source: mets.com

A NEW METS STADIUM

We will miss Shea Stadium. Borne at the 
1964 World’s Fair, this arena has so many 
fond memories, from the miracle Mets of 
1969 to the New York Jets, to a visit by Pope 
John Paul II and the fi rst mega-rock concert 
ever performed by the Beatles.

As Yankee stadium had been considered the 
catheral of baseball, Shea was the Coney Is-
land of baseball.  Now a new era is about to 
happen as a new Mets Stadium takes shape 
adjacent to Shea in the parking lot area. 

We don’t want to be negative but we can’t 
help but notice a few things - why is a new 
stadium being built in a retro-style to repli-
cate an early twentieth century Ebbets fi eld?

Flushing Meadows has always been a park 
whose architecture refl ects the future - why 
are we going back to the past? 



Another question: why is the stadium being built with far less capacity than Shea Sta-
dium has (ever try to get a ticket)?

Is it a stadium designed for wealthy box holders and less for the fans? 

While we are at it, a few other points. 

Why did the Mets, who are getting a sizeable subsidy from the city, resort to naming 
their new stadium after a corporate sponsor, CITI Corp?

Couldn’t they look across the street to the USTA Tennis Center and have the class to 
name the facility after a baseball great or even the Mets themselves?

Another issue: This could be good or it could be bad -- the new stadium is rising just feet 
away from the dreaded Willets Point junkyards.  It may be good, because it may fi nally 
force the city to get rid of this blight forever.  On the other hand, if the city continues to 
ignore this problem at Willets Point, this new stadium with all its glory will be merely 
overlooking a dump. 

But these questions aside, we give full credit to the Mets for never deserting, or even 
threatening to desert, the city, the borough, or the park.   For that alone, and for our love 
of our home team, we are grateful to be able to say in the future - Let’s Go Mets. 

A NEW METS STADIUM ... Continued...

OTHER PARK FACILITIES

Flushing Meadows is blessed with other facilities that millions of New Yorkers enjoy.   
The soccerfi elds, baseball fi elds, cricket fi elds, the golf course, the boating on the lake 
and just the open fi elds, statuary, and fountains (when they work) grace the park.  Chief 
among them are the Queens Wildlife Center (photo left) with its Buckminster Fuller geo-
desic aviary and its acres of wildlife of North America as well as its children’s zoo and 
the Queens Botanical Garden (photo center) which was born at the 1939 World’s Fair 
and has grown into a lush horticultural treasure that is expanding and contributing to the 
community that was the birthplace of horticulture in the New World.  The expansion of 
the Queens Museum of Art prompted a move of the ice-skating rink from the New York 
City Building to a new state of the art facility that will be combined with a new olympic 
standard swimming pool that replaces the destroyed former Aquacade pool in the park.  
This new facility will be a major addition to the park and to the recreational enjoyment of 
generations of New Yorkers. If we can make a suggestion: our Association had the old 
Acquacade named for Gertrude Ederle, the fi rst woman to swim the English Channel 
back in the 1920’s and a life long resident of Flushing only blocks from where the new 
complex is being erected.   We believe it would be appropriate to name this new facility 
after her.



PART III - RECOMMENDATIONS - A CALL TO ACTION

The State of the Park 2007

The two previous portions of this report outlined both the deplorable conditions and ne-
glect currently at Flushing Meadows and also the positive elements that give hope for a 

brighter tomorrow for this great park.
 

But the conditions outlined in Part One must be addressed if the park is going to pro-
ceed with its proud legacy that we know is our obligation to future generations.

 
Here are some of our recommendations. 

We demand action now! 

Mr. Mayor and Mr. Parks Commissioner, we respectfully submit this report ...



The State of the Park 2007

Part III - RECOMMENDATIONS: A CALL TO ACTION

We are asking as citizens of this city, borough and neigh-
borhood nothing more than three basic things from our 
caretakers of this park; they are Accountability, Safety and 
Respect for the historic integrity of Flushing Meadows.
 

ACCOUNTABILITY:

 
That word is crucial to the whole problem we see for this park.
 
Mr. Mayor, quite frankly, we’d take a long, hard look at the workings of your Parks De-
partment. Not the hard working civil servants and parks employees who trim the grass, 
prune the trees and who do a valiant job of attempting to maintain one of the largest 
nature and parks systems in the world. In other words, the people who really keep parks 
alive.
 
We implore you to take a look at a bloated and out-of-touch bureaucracy that is fi lled 
with more commissioners, deputy commissioners, assistant commissioners, administra-
tors and other seemingly endless personages but yet when the public or the press tries 
to get basic information or answers they face either silence or a public relations brick 
wall that would have made the KGB proud.
 
Frankly, Mr. Mayor, if you had run your business like this you would not be a wealthy 
man or the Mayor of the City of New York. You have become a successful and popular 
mayor because you have imposed these standards of accountability on the essential 
spheres of education, police, fi re, emergency and so forth. But somehow, from our per-
spective, Parks has fallen through the cracks. Perhaps you should take this self-impor-
tant bureaucracy out of their isolated and protected sanctuary of the Arsenal in Central 
Park and do what you did with the Board of Ed; you removed them fi nally from 110 
Livingston Street to your very back door at City Hall where you could watch them.
 
As we said in our cover letter, gracefully retire the present so-called Administrator of the 
Park/ Assistant Queens Parks Commissioner who has presided over a debacle in this 
park which is only partially covered in this report. Get a real experienced parks manager 
who can effi ciently run one of the most important public spaces in this city. But this is not 
just about one offi cial. Where was Adrian Benepe when the horrifi c crime wave erupted 
in the park recently? The buck stops at the top and maybe some of your commissioners 
should be spending less time at ribbon-cutting, groundbreakings, cocktail parties and 
phony ‘fundraisers’ and more time in the fi eld! 

 



SAFETY:  
 
There is no more important function of government than keeping its citizens safe. Mr. 
Mayor, Flushing Meadows is NOT safe. The recent deadly crime spree, the aviation 
warning light out at the NY State Pavilion and the cars allowed to rampantly ride through 
the park at the risk of bikers, joggers and regular parkgoers shows clearly that some-
one is literally ‘asleep at the wheel’ when it comes to safety in this park. It is unsafe by 
ground and in the air. 
                   
In her recent State of the Borough Report, the Borough President outlined a response to 
the recent crime in the park that a Police Academy be built in the park. This is preposter-
ous. We don’t need another large non-park related structure in the park, and what would 
an academy of student cops do for the safety in the park? Are they going to school at 
midnight?  What the park needs is a REAL mini or sub precinct such as Central Park 
has.

Manned 24/7, 365 days a year, in a prominent location to patrol and monitor this huge 
park. It is unrealistic and unfair to place the whole burden on just the 110th Precinct as 
it is now. The park is so large that is surrounded by the 109th in Flushing, the 112th in 
Forest Hills and others. A shared rotation of police offi cers from all these precincts could 
give the park - public the safety they deserve and not just at major park events. This 
concept is embraced by the fi ve City Council Members whose districts surround the 
park and we wholeheartedly endorse and support their efforts.

The other critical safety issue involves the outrageous and potentially illegal practice 
that the city has allowed to park cars on a massive scale throughout the park on make-
shift so-called parking fi elds that are really the lawn areas, ball fi elds, and walk-ways 
of the park.  It is not only a desecration of the park, environmentally, and visually, but 
parkgoers are at tremendous risk by speeding cars, the park is saturated with carbon 
monoxide fumes, oils seeping into the ground, and as can be seen with the destruction 
of the Heads of State Monument, the public is at risk – if that monument had been a 
person, they would be road-kill. 

We intend to fi le a lawsuit against the city to prevent the continuance of this policy which 
would be inconceivable in Central Park in Manhattan.  

Can you imagine, Mr. Mayor, permitting this kind of parking on the Great Lawn or the 
Sheep Meadow of Central Park?  If anyone tried this, whether private citizen or a city 
offi cial, they would be arrested.  Why is Flushing Meadows any different?

The lawsuit will stop this practice on the grounds of severe environmental damage and 
safety considerations. But, it will stop!

But the safety issues don’t just stop on the ground.   When the aviation warning light 
on top of the New York State Pavilion went out, as told earlier in this report, not only 
parkgoers but people in the air were put at grave risk given the proximity of LaGuardia 
Airport.  The issue here comes down to not just safety, paramount as that is, but back to 
the issue of accountability.  The park administrator is located in the park only feet away 
from the light that went out.  They did not notice it was out as by required by law.  Only 
when we informed them did they slowly take action and the reason they were slow to 



action was because they allowed that pavilion to be so deteriorated that they could not 
even get up to the tower to turn the light back on without calling mountain climbers to do 
it.  Which brings us to the third point. 

RESPECT:

We have asked the new Governor to take back the building that the State of New York 
paid for and built as a symbol of the great Empire State and was given to the city in 
1967 for its care.   Forty-years later the city has been an absentee slum-lord.   The re-
sult is that this building is a disgrace to the park and to the State of New York and yet it 
is an icon and landmark in the true sense of the word.  We are going to ask both the city 
and the state to give this historic building the offi cial landmark status it deserves.  All we 
ask is that the building be safe-guarded, made safe and lit up to endure as a symbol of 
the New York skyline (see our report at www.newyorkstatepavilion.org)

The matter of respect extends to a regard for this park’s history (such as restoring the 
Heads of State Monument from its desecrated state), protecting the fragile wildlife pre-
serve at Willow Lake, and ending the parking disgrace and the blight of the junkyards 
at Willets Point by building on that site a permanent parking facility that will handle the 
needs of automobiles for Mets Stadium, the US Open, and other park events – and also 
serve as a central point where by a transportation system, such as a bus network, can 
shuttle people throughout the park.  This will solve both the Willets Point never-ending 
blight and the parking problem in the park. 

Mr. Mayor, turn this automobile graveyard at Willets Point into an automobile and trans-
portation facility that will really enhance both Willets Point, international and local sport-
ing events, and the park itself.

Again, we repeat, we will work tirelessly to make sure that the city keeps these three 
goals, accountability, safety, and respect, paramount to ensure that Flushing Meadows 
has a future that is as glorious as its past. 



From the Past to the Future

In 1657, brave citizens of the Town of Flushing stood up against Governor Peter Stuy-
vesent and his ban on religious freedom in New Amsterdam and wrote a document 
called The Flushing Remonstrance that eloquently called for freedom of expression and 
belief over a hundred years before the Declaration of Independence. 

This battle was brought directly to Holland by John Bowne who argued for the concept 
of freedom of religion for the new world.  He succeeded and the efforts of those brave 
people resulted eventually with our country’s Bill of Rights.

The text of this remarkable document and the story behind its creation and creators can 
be found on our website:

www.fl ushingremonstrance.org

The Remonstrance has been imprisoned for almost three centuries in a vault in Albany, 
only to come back to Queens for three rare visits. 

Our Association was successful in bringing the document back for the millennium in 
1999 – 2000 before it was returned to its prison.

We fi nally demand that this document be returned to its rightful place in time for its 
350th anniversary in December of 2007.   More importantly, we believe, especially in a 
post – 9/11 world, that this document has a living voice to a World sadly in need of it and 
it should be enshrined permanently in the place where it was born.   

The Queens Museum of Art has agreed with our Association to accept The Flushing Re-
monstrance on permanent loan.  It has the capability and security to become the reposi-
tory of this important piece not only of Flushing and Queens history, but of U.S. history.   
It is fi tting that the Remonstrance be permanently located at the Museum in the very 
building where the United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The message written three-hundred and fi fty years ago traveled through the centuries 
and the hearts of freedom loving people across the nation and eventually around the 
world.   The message of those citizens of Flushing, in 1657, resonates in a park whose 
very birth was dedicated to a World of Peace and Understanding. 

Let that past point us to our future. 



The State of the Park 2007

CONCLUSION - THE PARK OF THE FUTURE

View of Flushing Meadows - Corona Park today from the air.
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Recently, the Mayor and a host of public offi cials and dignitaries came to the Queens Muse-
um of Art at Flushing Meadows for a major conference to discuss the Future of New York City 
and specifi cally to address a wide variety of concerns that face the city of the year 2030. 

This prestige panel of experts on the environment, urban planning, population, housing and a 
myriad of other issues, led by moderator Tom Brokaw, came to the right place to begin plan-
ning the New York of Tomorrow.  After all, it was at Flushing Meadows where at the 1939 
World’s Fair – and in the very N. Y. City Building where the conference was held – that vi-
sions of “Building the World of Tomorrow with the Tools of Today” were born. 

But as the limousines, buses and various entourages entered the park for this event they prob-
ably didn’t even notice a somber symbol in this quest to build a future out of a proud past. 

They couldn’t have noticed it because this symbol was laying on the ground.  A large granite 
monument that told the grand history of the heads of state who also entered these grounds 



for the great World’s Fairs of 1939 and 1964, was hit by a speeding vehicle months before 
– because the city allows cars and buses to speed through this park in order to reach “park-
ing fi elds” that place thousands of automobiles over the paths, fi elds, bike areas and lawns 
endangering parkgoers, the environment, and yes, even monuments. 

As the Mayor and other speakers spoke at this event solemnly about the need for responsible 
and rational ways to plan the city’s future, they verbally extolled the visions that were born in 
this park both in 1939 and 1964.  We are glad that they recognized the proud legacy of this 
great park and chose it for that occasion. 

But when it was all over and the grand procession of dignitaries left the hallowed halls of 
the museum, they did not venture out into the real world of today’s park .  If they had, they 
would have seen one of the grandest landmarks to the future they were extolling – the New 
York State Pavilion – was a sad, neglected crumbling tribute to decades of municipal inepti-
tude. Flushing Meadows park is not just some Hollywood back lot or Potemkin village to be 
propped up for fancy photo-ops and ephemeral events while ignoring the reality of existing 
conditions.

They might have actually seen a city park – its largest – beset by a horrible crime wave, a 
wildlife preserve neglected, and a junkyard sitting over acres adjacent to the park.  In short, a 
great city treasure that has been treated by a Manhattan – oriented bureaucracy as a step-
child, its historic legacy literally thrashed to the ground, its environment desecrated and its 
safety ignored. That is part of the Park of Today. 

It is important to think and plan for the future.  But perhaps, those who claim to chart that 
course to the New York of 2030, should go out and take a look at this New York park of 
2007.  Remember that the offi cial theme of the 1939 fair which transformed an ash dump into 
a magnifi cent city treasure was: “Building the World of Tomorrow with the Tools of Today.” 

There is an ancient Sanskrit prayer that says:

“Yesterday is but a dream, and tomorrow is only a vision.  But today well lived, makes every 
yesterday a dream of happiness and every tomorrow a vision of hope.  Look well, therefore, 

to this day.”

Mr. Mayor and Mr. Parks Commissioner,
Guard it well…



“Sorceress beyond compare,
City of glory and despair
So terraced on the Western air,
Your music pour
Over and round me ever more
Symphony fatal and divine
City of Mine.”
    - Christopher Morley
    
    (Original poem from the 1936 proposal  
    for the New York World’s Fair of 1939)

Trylon and Perisphere, theme symbols of the 1939 - 40 New York World’s Fair, as seen 
down the main axis mall of Flushing Meadows.  Source: Wallace K. Harrison. Collection of: 
David Oats.
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